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Technology Radar Element Description

ASD-STE100 – ASD Simplified Technical English – International specification for the preparation of technical documentation in a controlled language
Abstract
ASD-STE100 (European Community Trade Mark No. 004901195) is an international specification for the preparation of technical documentation in a controlled language. A controlled language is a form of language with special restrictions on grammar, style and vocabulary usage.

It was developed in the early 1980’s (as AECMA Simplified English) to help the users of English-language documentation to understand what they read. The ASD-STE100 (STE) provides a set of writing rules and a dictionary of controlled vocabulary.

The writing rules cover aspects of grammar and style; the dictionary specifies the general words that can be used. These words were chosen for their simplicity and ease of recognition. In general, there is only one word for one meaning, and one part of speech for one word. In addition to the specified general vocabulary, STE accepts the use of company-specific or project-oriented technical words, provided that they fit into one of the categories listed in the specification. Control of any additional specific vocabulary is, of course, the responsibility of the company or the project itself.
Responsible organization
ASD Product Services Specification Group (PSSG)
Lead Organization within ASD 
STEMG (Simplified Technical English Maintenance Group)
NOTE: The STEMG consists mostly of representatives from ASD but there are also representatives from countries that are not members of ASD.
Other stakeholders – by function/organization
ASD SSG through ILS domain.
Business Justification
The international language of many industries and of the aerospace industry in particular, is English, and English is the language most used for writing technical documentation. However, it is often not the native language of the readers (or even of the authors) of such documentation. Many readers have knowledge of English that is limited, and are easily confused by complex sentence structure and by the number of meanings and synonyms which English words can have.

STE supplies a set of writing rules and a dictionary which contains approved words and their unapproved synonyms. The writing rules, combined with a reduced general vocabulary, help technical authors write texts that are easy for readers to understand, the world over.  
Description of activity/deliverables  
Activities
· Continuous collection and review of user feedback through a consolidated change form procedure (change forms are also available in the STE website). 
· Development, maintenance, promotion and support of STE: The STEMG meets twice a year and is hosted by individual members on a rotating basis.
Deliverables 
· ASD-STE100 specification.
Assumptions
· None.
Business benefits 
1. Technical text optimization: the controlled grammatical structures and vocabulary – on which the STE is based – have the purpose of producing texts that are technically correct and easily understandable. This makes sure that readers correctly understand maintenance and operation documentation to make sure that systems operate safely and correctly and to protect human lives.

2. Wide applicability:  STE was developed to help the readers of English-language documentation understand what they read, particularly when these readers are non-native English speakers. Today, the success of STE is such that other industries use it beyond its original intended purpose of aerospace maintenance documentation. Interest in STE has also increased dramatically in the areas of language services, professional translation and interpreting, as well as in the academic world.

Location in the ASD SSG Framework
An element of the ASD suite of ILS specifications.
ASD SSG action plan
To follow the development of STE in particular with regard to the extension of its applicability.
ASD SSG Status (updated)
Issue 7 released in January 2017.

Impact on Other Standards
Relationships and interfaces with other standards being considered: S1000D and ATA Spec i2200.
Adoption Plan
Since 1986, STE has been a requirement for civil aircraft of ATA Specification i2200 (formerly ATA100). As a result, all major manuals and Service Bulletins for commercial aircraft are written in accordance with STE.

STE is also a requirement of the S1000D specification, which means that it is the basic specification for end-user documentation in all multinational military projects.

And since 1986, STE has also been a requirement of ATA104 (Training).
ASD adoption statement 
ASD has formally adopted ASD-STE100.
ASD recommendation 
ASD-STE100 is the recommended standard for writing procedures and descriptive text in operational and maintenance documents in the English language. It is not recommended for “non-technical” writing, for example international correspondence, or writing in other more general contexts. 
Link to a standards host site 
www.asd-ste100.org 

Links to supporting material 
http://www.asd-europe.org/site/
http://www.asd-ssg.org/
http://public.s1000d.org/Pages/Home.aspx
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