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Technology Radar Element Description


XML Process Description Language (XPDL)

Abstract

XML Process Description Language is the format for storing and interchange workflow models that can be executed by Workflow systems as specified by Workflow Management Coalition. It is aligned with the Object Management Group’s Business Process Modelling Notation (c.f. BPMN Blip), which is a visual process notation standard endorsed by Wfmc, and broadly adopted across the industry.

Knowing that numerous Product Data Management Systems include a workflow execution component, which allows controlling data through change management process, XPDL is a mean to interchange PLM workflow process models between PDM systems.

Example scenarios

· Interchange and sharing of PLM workflow process models between PLM modeling and execution platforms.

Responsible organization

Workflow Management Coalition Group

Lead Organization within ASD  

ASD Strategic Standardization Group - contact:   TBD

Other stakeholders – by function/organization

OMG (BPM)

Business Justification

The use of a standard to interchange engineering and business workflow models between heterogeneous workflow modeling, simulation and execution platforms.

XPDL adoption by more and more solution providers with several implementations make this specification an important standard to consider as one of the component of a coherent set of eBusiness PLM standard.
Description of activity/deliverables  

Activities

Published standard is maintained by Workflow Management Coalition - individual ASD members are following and assessing maturity of this technology due to the fact it may impact eBusiness enabling technologies to support eBusiness PLM standards.

Deliverables 

· XPDL2.1: Wfmc specification, October 2008
· XPDL 2.2a1: Wfmc specification, April 2009 
Business benefits

1. Those already explain for STEP

2. Important maturity of the technology, of the users in Europe, with interfaces provided by software product providers.

Location in ASD SSG Framework

Enterprise Information - Product definition data through life

ASD SSG action plan

· Follow up and integration within interoperability framework

ASD SSG Status (updated)

Blip introduced after SSG meeting 8.
Adoption Plan

No adoption plan at this stage.
ASD adoption statement 

To be added after ASD approves the results of the initiative for inclusion in the Interoperability Framework - contains any qualification to the deployment 

ASD recommendation 

To be added on completion of the SSG activities 

Link to a standards host site 

Wfmc-  http://www.wfmc.org/xpdl.html 

Link to supporting material 

Wfmc web site: http://www.wfmc.org/ 
Wfmc XPDL support and resources: http://www.wfmc.org/xpdl.htlm
Implementations described at : http://www.wfmc.org/xpdl-implementations.html 
Free implementations:

Together Workflow editor and server at http://www.togehter.at/prod 

BizAgi – Business Agility at http://www.bizagi.com (BPMN + XPDL)

Tibco Business Studio at http://developer.tibco.com/business_studio/getting-started.jsp (BPMN + XPDL)
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